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 The aim of this study is to find whether there is a relationship between parent-
child interaction and adolescent misbehaviour in one of the low cost housing flats area 
in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. Data collection was done using the questionnaire. A total 
of 333 sub-samples of parents and 333 sub-sample of adolescent had been randomly 
chosen as the survey study sample. Result showed that there was a significant 
correlation between adolescent misbehaviour with parent-child interaction. Further, a 
significant difference in parent-child interaction has resulted with regard to parent’s 
ethnicity, adolescent’s ethnicity and adolescent’s sex (p<0.01). There was also 
significant difference on adolescent misbehaviour based on parent’s ethnicity, 
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 Parental control and bonding, parenting style and family environment quality have had more association to 
the delinquent behaviours and juvenile crimes. Adolescence’s living in the problematic family context increased 
the risk of developing deviance behaviour such as violence, vandalism, theft, alcohol addiction and drugs 
(Loeber & Stouthamer-Loeber, 1998; Patterson et al., 1992). Adolescence that were having closed ties with their 
parents were found less involved in drug addiction  (Hoffman, 1995; Resnick et al., 1997; Sokol-Katz, Dunham 
& Zimmerman, 1997), drugs misuse (Ford, 2009; Mounts, 2002; Seydlitz & Jenkins, 1998) alcohol addiction 
(Jarvinen, 2009; Thomas, Reifman, Barnes & Farrell, 2000). Study by Yayasan Stategik Sosial found 64% of 
respondents of Indian juveniles were from single parent family. This supported most studies in western 
countries that children from single parent family were more prone to involve in delinquent behaviours, drug, 
alcohol and premarital sex (Covey & Tam, 1990; Crouter et al., 1990; Dawson, 1991; Dornbusch et al., 1985; 
Newcomer & Udry, 1987; Steinberg, 1987). In contrast very few studies in Malaysia found that adolescence 
involved in delinquent behaviours came from both biological parents yet less supervision by parents (Rohany et 
al., 2008; Rokiah & Muhamad Fuad; 2008, Samsudin, 2007). 
 
MATERIALS AND METHOD 
 
 A total of 333 sub-samples of parents and 333 sub-sample of adolescent had been randomly chosen as the 
survey study sample, from the 2,496 of the total population in a low cost housing area in Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia. The selection was based on the simple random sampling where each element in the population has the 
same probability to be chosen as sample. The location of study was chosen based on the Royal Malaysian Police 
Department (PDRM) and Welfare Department of Kuala Lumpur report that this area was in a high rate of social 
problems. Questionnaire was used to gather the primary data, which was divided into two sets for parent and 
adolescents respectively. Demographic factors were analysed descriptively using frequency, means and 
percentages. Inferential statistics such as ANOVA, t-Test and Pearson correlation were used to examine the 
difference and the relationship between parent-child interaction and adolescence misbehaviour.  
 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
 
Respondents’ Demographic Profiles: 
 For parents sub sample, 62.5% fathers and 37.5% mothers were selected as study sample. It was found that 
53.5% of those aged between 41-50 years, 93.4% were married and 63.6% had secondary school education 
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background with Lower Education Certificate (SRP) until Malaysian Higher Schooling Certificate (STPM). 
About 74% were working, 3.5% were pensioners, 24.7% were unemployed and the rest were housewives.  
 
Table 1: Socio demographic characteristics of the parents. 































































































 The majority of the respondents (67%) worked in informal sectors (labourer/unskilled workers) with most 
worked as drivers, factory workers and traders. Meanwhile 38% were working in the private sector, and 9.2% 
working in the government sector. About 24% of parents that self-employed as traders, taxi drivers, buses and 
lorry drivers, mechanics, seamstress, carpenters, contractors and cooks. A total of 38.8% (93) people earned 
between RM501-RM1000 and only 22 earned RM2000 and above. However, there were still some respondents 
earned below RM500 (22 people) and consequently group as poor.  
 Meanwhile for the adolescent sub sample, there were 58.3% aged between 14-17 years old. The majority 
(89.1%) was still in secondary school. Results showed that only 230 respondents still studying and 103 
respondents have finished schooling with almost 80% were Malaysian Education Certificate (SPM) graded. For 
the 103 respondents that have finished schooling, only 69% were employed with the majority (25.5%) worked 
in factory and 60.8% worked in the private sector. 
 
Parent-child Interaction and Adolescent Misbehaviour:  
 T-Test showed there was significant difference for the parent-child interaction based on the adolescent sex 
(p<0.01, t=-3.212) on the two-tailed significant level. This means that there were differences between parents-
child interaction for male and female adolescent. The mean value for female was higher at 38.0455 compared 
with male adolescent at 35.9776. This clarified female adolescent interact more with their parents than males 
adolescent.  
 ANOVA test showed F=7.533 and p<0.01. This means that there was a difference in parent-child 
interaction based on parent’s ethnicity. There was also a difference in parents-child interaction based on 
adolescent ethnicity factor (F=6.311, p<0.01).  Results showed r = -.455 and p<0.01 for the parents-child 
variable and adolescent misbehaviour for the parents sub sample. This means that there was a negative 
significant correlation between parents-child interaction and adolescent misbehaviour. This means that the lower 
the parents-child interaction level, the higher the adolescent misbehaviour level. Pearson’s correlation test also 
showed that there was a negative significant correlation between parents-child interaction and adolescent 
misbehaviour (r=-.471, p<0.01). This means that the lower the parents-child interaction level, the higher the 
adolescent misbehaviour level. Result also showed that majority of the adolescent have both their biological 
parents (93.4%). 
 This study showed that there was a significant difference in parent-child interaction and adolescence 
misbehaviour based on adolescence sex, parent’s ethnicity and adolescent’s ethnicity (p<0.01). It was found that 
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female adolescent were more interacting with their parents and less involved in adolescent misbehaviour. There 
was also a negative significant correlation between parent-child interaction and adolescent misbehaviour for 
both the parents and adolescent’s sub samples (p<0.01). This showed that less interaction makes adolescence to 
get more involved in misbehaviour and vice versa parallel to previous studies that linked to the bonding, 
supervision and parenting styles with deviance behaviour (Ford, 2009; Hoffman, 1995; Jarvinen, 2009; Loeber 
& Stouthamer-Loeber, 1998; Mounts, 2002; Patterson et al., 1992; Resnick et al., 1997; Seydlitz & Jenkins, 
1998; Sokol-Katz, Dunham & Zimmerman, 1997; Thomas, Reifman, Barnes & Farrell, 2000). Results also 
showed that 93.4% of the adolescent have both their biological parents. This findings was contradict to the 
previous studies that children’s from single parent families were more prone to be involved in delinquent 
behaviours (Covey & Tam, 1990; Crouter et al., 1990; Dawson, 1991; Dornbusch et al., 1985; Newcomer & 
Udry, 1987; Steinberg, 1987). However, this is in line with Rohany et al., (2008), Rokiah & Muhamad Fuad 
(2008) and Samsudin (2007) studies that found adolescence involved in delinquent behaviours are from both 
biological parents but less supervision by parents were higher from single parents. 
 
Table 2: Socio demographic characteristics of the adolescents. 





























































































 This study found that parent-child interaction has an effect to the adolescent misbehaviour that can lead to 
social problems amongst adolescent. This finding was very much associated with the gap in the parent-child 
interaction in the study area. Parent’s failure to act as a mechanism to curb adolescent misbehaviour resulted the 
adolescent to search for something that can fulfil the void inside them. They felt that the environment outside 
the houses and housing area can fulfil their needs and desire. They defined peer groups as a reference groups 
that plays a very significant roles in diffusing adolescent misbehaviour. The 24 hours cyber café had also been 
assume as the main factor in diffusing adolescent misbehaviour. It was hoped that the neighbours could react as 
an extended family to the adolescent to curb the adolescent misbehaviours. The neighbours then can act as an 
informal social control towards the adolescent. Good values such as respecting the neighbours and the elderly 
should be encouraged to the adolescent since younger age. The communities should also plan various 
community-based programme in order to make the adolescent feel that they are useful and be a part of the 
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